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1. Matters concerning Rizq and spending in the 
way of Allah 

 

Today’s ayah in the series Yaaa Ayyuhal Lazeena Aamanu 
is Ayah No. 254 from Surah al Baqarah. 

In this ayah, Allah Subhanahu Wa Ta’aala not only 
motivates His Believers to “Spend of what We have 
provided for you” but also warns them of dire 
consequences if they refuse to act. 

Infaaq fee Sabeelillah, that is “spending in the way of 
Allah” is an important concept in Islam. It is the proof of a 
Muslim’s goodness.  

 

“O you who have believed, spend from that which We 
have provided for you before there comes a Day in which 
there is no exchange and no friendship and no 
intercession. And the disbelievers – they are the 
wrongdoers.” (Surah al Baqarah 2: 254) 

Listen to this beautiful Recitation 

Some points to learn, remember and practice Inshaa’Allah: 

1. The word “Rizq” is comprehensive in meaning. It 
means “provision, livelihood, earnings, means of living, 
subsistence, income, wealth, bounty of Allah. 
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2. Allah is the one who provides for the human family and 
all other creations. His mercy is everywhere and for 
everyone in the world. People usually think that the source 
of their sustenance (rizq) is their parents, bosses or 
employers. The fact of the matter is that Allah is the 
Ultimate Provider of Rizq to all of His creations. 

* Allah is Ar-Razzaaq, the Supreme Provider. He is Al 
Wah’haab, the Giver. He is Al Mu’ti and Ar Raaziq. 

In simple words: Allah is the only owner of provision and 
He is the Provider, forever. 

 

“Indeed, it is Allah who is the [continual] Provider, the firm 
Possessor of strength.” (Surah Adh-Dhariyaat 51: 58) 

* Allah is the Best of Providers.  ََواللَُّه َخْيُر الرَّازِقِين - Surah al 
Jumu’ah 62: 11 

* Everyone’s sustenance depends on Allah. 

 

“And there is no creature on earth but that upon Allah is 
its provision, and He knows its place of dwelling and place 
of storage. All is in a clear register.” (Surah Huud 11: 6) 

3. As everything comes from Allah and is provided by Him, 
we Muslims are asked to spend from that which He has 
provided us. By doing so we are sharing Allah-given 
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providence with people, and in no case will we be doing 
any favour unto our Lord Almighty. 

4. A Muslim cannot attain righteousness and piety until 
one spends from that which he loves. This is a difficult test 
for Muslims. Normally it is hard to share things one 
love. Read ayah no. 3 of Surah Aali Imraan 

5. Muslims are commanded to be quick and rush to 
perform the deed of spending for His sake, in the path of 
righteousness, from what He has granted them, before the 
coming of the Day of Resurrection in which “there will be 
no exchange and no friendship and no intercession”. 

On that Day, no one will be able to bargain on behalf of 
himself or ransom himself with any amount, even if it was 
the earth’s fill of gold; nor will his friendship or relation to 
anyone benefit him. As Allah said in Surah al 
Mumi’noon: “So when the Trumpet is blown, no 
relationship will there be among them that Day, nor will 
they ask about one another”. (23: 101) 

Let us not delay in doing the good deed of spending in the 
way of Allah lest death strike us to finish off everything! 

6. There is great significance in Allah talking about al 
Kafiroon, the disbelievers, in an ayah addressed to 
believers: And the disbelievers – they are the wrongdoers.  

The meaning is clear: If someone denies to spend out of 
what Allah has given him, he becomes of the wrongdoers. 

Recall this Ayah: “And whoever does not judge by 
what Allah has revealed – then it is those who are 
the disbelievers”. 
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And this ayah: And whoever does not judge by what 
Allah has revealed – then it is those who are the 
wrongdoers 

Of course a Muslim will not become a Kafir in the sense a 
Kafir is known for the reason of not believing in Allah and 
denying His signs but then a Muslim will be guilty of 
denying should he refuse to fulfill the command of Allah as 
for as spending in His cause is concerned. 

7. We must understand and appreciate that Allah gives 
back whatever we spend as sadaqah, sooner or later. He 
says: 

 

“Say, “Indeed, my Lord extends provision for whom He 
wills of His servants and restricts [it] for him. But whatever 
thing you spend [in His cause] – He will compensate it; 
and He is the best of providers.” (Surah Saba 34: 39) 

Our Nabi Kareem sal-lal-laahu-alahi-wa-sallam said: 

“There is never a day wherein servants (of Allah) get up at 
morn, but are not visited by two angels. One of them says: 
O Allah, give him more who spends (for the sake of Allah), 
and the other says: O Allah, bring destruction to one who 
withholds” (Reported by Abu Hurayrah radhiyallahu anhu) 
Read the Arabic Text here 

In one Hadeeth Qudsi, Allah says, “Spend (on charity), O 
son of Adam, and I shall spend on you.” (Find Forty 
Hadeeth Qudsi here) 
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8. Allah mentions an eloquent example to underline and 
underscore the value of spending in His cause: 

 

“The example of those who spend their wealth in the way 
of Allah is like a seed [of grain] which grows seven spikes; 
in each spike is a hundred grains. And Allah multiplies [His 
reward] for whom He wills. And Allah is all-Encompassing 
and Knowing.” (Surah al Baqarah 2: 261) 

Subhaanallaah! There can’t be any other way to motivate 
people to perform charitable deeds! 

9. Everyone should spend according to his or her capacity. 
A poor Muslim should spend as little as he or she can 
afford, while a wealthy Muslim should spend more. Allah 
commands: 

 

“Let a man of wealth spend from his wealth, and he whose 
provision is restricted – let him spend from what Allah has 
given him. Allah does not charge a soul except [according 
to] what He has given it. Allah will bring about, after 
hardship, ease.” (Surah At-Talaaq 65: 7) 

10. Allah likes moderate spending. Islam encourages 
Muslims to follow the middle path between two extremes 
regarding spending: extravagance and miserliness: 
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“And those who, when they spend, do so not excessively 
or sparingly but are ever, between that, [justly] 
moderate” (Surah al Furqaan 25: 67) 

11. As spending in public carries the possibility of showing 
off (riyaa), spending in secret is always better and 
preferable. 

Allah says about the qualities of true Believers that they 
get up in night, sacrificing their sleep in His cause, doing 
Zikr, making du’aa and spending in His way: 

 

“They arise from [their] beds; they supplicate their Lord in 
fear and aspiration, and from what We have provided 
them, they spend.” (Surah as-Sajdah 32: 16) 

And the reward for doing such an amazing act of worship 
is announced immediately in the very next ayah: 

 

“And no soul knows what has been hidden for them of 
comfort for eyes as reward for what they used to 
do”. (Surah as-Sajdah 32: 17) 

However if spending in public is going to encourage others 
to do the same and also if there is no risk of riyaa, then 
spending in public would be a good thing to do. 
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It is worth mentioning that Abu Bakr and Umar ibn al 
Khattab (radhiyallahu anhuma) used to compete each 
other in spending in the way of Allah.  And Abu Bakr 
(radhiyallahu) always used to outdo Umar (radhiyaahu 
anhu), a fact gracefully acknowledged by the latter. 

12. Leading a life of righteousness is a sure way to 
increase one’s wealth. The best way to obtain Allah’s 
favours is by obeying Him. 

َه يَْجَعْل لَُه َمْخَرًجا  َويَْرُزْقُه ِمْن َحْيُث ََل  ﴾٢﴿ َوَمْن يَتَّقِ اللّـَ
ِه َفُهَو َحْسُبهُ  يَْحَتِسبُ  َوَمْن يََتَوكَّْل َعلَى اللّـَ  ۚ  

“And whoever fears Allah – He will make for him a way 
out. And will provide for him from where he does not 
expect. And whoever relies upon Allah – then He is 
sufficient for him.” (Surah at-Talaaq 65: 2,3) 

13. The command “spend from that which We have 
provided for you” can also mean spending of other things 
in addition to spending money in the cause of Allah. 

If Allah has provided you leisure time, spend it in some 
good cause. If Allah has given you knowledge, share it 
with others. If Allah has given you authority, use it for the 
purpose of establishing Islam on earth. If Allah has made 
you a medical doctor, provide free medical care to the less 
unfortunate and deprived sections of the society. If Allah 
has given you talents, use it for furthering the cause of 
Islam. And also, if Allah has given you wealth, spend it to 
help the poor, feed the hungry etc. 

Whatever it is, do it before it gets too late. And people get 
ready to wash your body and bury you in the grave! 
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May Allah guide us unto the Straight Path and take our 
soul in the state of submission. Aameen. 

Take time to read this, Inshaa’Allah: Bestowing and 
Withholding: The Prerogative of Allah alone! 

…..please proceed to the next page, Inshaa’Allah…… 
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2. For the end to be good, the means should also 
be good! 

 

The next ayah addressing Muslims through the kindly 
address Yaaa Ayyuhal Lazeena Aamanu is also related to 
spending in the way of Allah but with a similitude that 
makes a thinking Muslim sit up and take stock of his/her 
charitable deeds. This is Ayah No. 264 of Surah al 
Baqarah. 

Islam doesn’t approve the slogan ‘Ends justify the means’!  

 

“O you who have believed, do not invalidate your charities 
with reminders or injury as does one who spends his 
wealth [only] to be seen by the people and does not 
believe in Allah and the Last Day. His example is like that 
of a [large] smooth stone upon which is dust and is hit by 
a downpour that leaves it bare. They are unable [to keep] 
anything of what they have earned. And Allah does not 
guide the disbelieving people.” (Surah al Baqarah 2: 264) 

Listen to this Beautiful Recitation before you proceed 
further, Inshaa’Allah. 
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Meaning of key words: 

Mann = the act of reminding someone of favours freely given wishing to 
put him under obligation 

Azaa = harm, injury, damage, to harm, to offend, to trouble, to injure, to 
malign, to affront 

La Tubthiluu sadaqaatikum = Do not render your charity in vain, do not 
invalidate your charity, do not spoil your charity, do not cancel out your 
charity, do not negate your charitable deeds 

Bil Manni wal Azaa = with reproach and injury, by reminders and hurtful 
words, with reminders or injury, by taunts and injury, by reminders of 
your generosity or by injury, with reminders and hurtful words/actions 

Riyaa =to show off, to be seen. 

Points to learn, remember and practice Inshaa’Allah: 

1. A Muslim must give charity not only with sincerity and 
purity of motive but also in an excellent manner. 

2. Any charity given to anyone that is followed by taunts, 
insults, or even verbal reminders renders the act 
worthless. It would only reveal a person’s madness if he 
tries to fill a bottomless bucket! 

Rich and affording Muslims must develop the ethics of 
charity-giving. Reminding people of one’s generosity or 
expecting any favour from the beneficiaries can only be 
from the culture of uncivilized people! 

3. Those who injure the feelings of the poor after giving 
them charity do so only to be seen by the people. Such 
people can be hypocrites. Such people are from among 
those who do not have real or true belief in Allah and the 
Day of Judgement.  It is only of the qualities of the 
unbelievers! 
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4. A true believer in Islam, while giving charity or after 
giving charity, is not puffed with arrogance. He remains 
 humble and gratefully acknowledges the fact that he is 
only sharing the Allah-given wealth with the less fortunate 
sections and that he is not doing any kind of favour to the 
recipients. 

5. Allah can turn the table any time and make the poor 
rich and the rich poor. So a Muslim who is blessed with 
enough sustenance must be grateful to Almighty Allah at 
all times. 

6. Allah is giving a beautiful example to show how the 
reward goes into the drain, the reward of those who give 
charity with reminders or injury or with an intention to be 
seen by people! 

“His example is like that of a [large] smooth stone upon 
which is dust and is hit by a downpour that leaves it bare. 
They are unable [to keep] anything of what they have 
earned”. 

7. Giving charity for showing off amounts to Shirk, 
associating partners with Allah. According to one hadeeth: 

“The one who prays and wants people to see them has 
committed shirk. The one who fasted and they want the 
people to know about their fasting has committed shirk. 
The one who gave sadaqah (charity) and wants people to 
know about their charity has committed shirk.” 

8. The following two hadeeths of our glorious Prophet, Sal-
lal-laahu-alaihi-wa-sallam, must serve as a warning to all 
of us: 
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a. Al-Mustawrid reported that the Prophet, sal-lal-laahu-
alaihi-wa-sallam, said: 

“If anyone eats a meal at the expense of a Muslim’s 
honour, Allah will feed him a like amount of Hell-fire. If 
anyone clothes himself with a garment at the expense of a 
Muslim’s honour, Allah will clothe him with a like amount 
of Hell-fire. If anyone achieves a position of showing-off 
and hypocrisy at the expense of a Muslim’s honour, Allah 
will put him in a position of showing-off and hypocrisy on 
the Day of Rising. (Adab al Mufrad) 

b. Jundub (radhiyallahu anhu) said that the Prophet, sal-
lal-laahu-alaihi-wa-sallam, said: 

“He who so acts to show off, Allah will disgrace him on the 
Day of Resurrection, and he who does good deeds so that 
people (may hold him in high esteem), Allah will expose 
his hidden evil intentions before the people on the Day of 
Resurrection.” (Al Bukhari and Muslim) (For Arabic Text of 
the ahadeeth, go to this link, Inshaa’Allah) 

9. In the previous ayah, Allah says: 

 

“Kind speech and forgiveness are better than charity 
followed by injury. And Allah is Free of need and 
Forbearing” (Surah al Baqarah 2: 263) 

Words if kindness and forgiveness are far better than that 
charity which causes injuries to the feelings of the 
receivers! 
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10. In the next ayah, Allah gives a example of those who 
give charity seeking the pleasure of Allah: 

 

“And the example of those who spend their wealth seeking 
means to the approval of Allah and assuring [reward for] 
themselves is like a garden on high ground which is hit by 
a downpour – so it yields its fruits in double. And [even] if 
it is not hit by a downpour, then a drizzle [is sufficient]. 
And Allah, of what you do, is Seeing.” (Surah al Baqarah 2: 
265) 

11. There is great significance in Allah talking about al 
Kafiroon, the disbelievers, in an ayah addressed to 
believers: 

“And Allah does not guide the disbelieving people”. Please 
recall Point No. 6 in page 4.  

May Allah guide us unto the Straight Path and make our 
intentions pure and sincere. May we do things only to earn 
the pleasure of Allah. Aameen. 

Jazakallahu Khayra for reading this. 

Please proceed to the next page, Inshaa’Allah…… 
 

 

 

www.YassarNalQuran.Wordpress.Com www.IslamCalling.Wordpress.Com



Page 15 of 21 

 

3. The hallmark of true Believers: Excellence 
in charity! 

 

The next ayah that starts with Yaaa Ayyuhal Lazeena 
Aamanu in Surah al Baqarah is ayah No. 267. 

Islam’s unique feature is evident in this command: Do unto 
others what you would like others to do with you. 

Excellence is the hallmark of Islam. It is so amazingly 
evident from Islam’s approach to the very concept of 
Sadaqah: ‘spending in the way of Allah’. 

 

“O you who have believed, spend from the good things 
which you have earned and from that which We have 
produced for you from the earth. And do not aim toward 
the defective therefrom, spending [from that] while you 
would not take it [yourself] except with closed eyes. And 
know that Allah is Free of need and Praiseworthy.” (Surah 
al Baqarah 2: 267) 

Listen to this beautiful Recitation, Inshaa’Allah 

Some of the key words in this ayah: 

Anfiqu = imperative verb: spend! 

Tayyibaat = (from Tayyib) Good, pure, clean 

www.YassarNalQuran.Wordpress.Com www.IslamCalling.Wordpress.Com

http://www.everyayah.com/data/Hudhaify_64kbps/002267.mp3


Page 16 of 21 

 

Tayammamu = aim (at) 

Kabeeth = (opp. of Tayyib) Bad, vicious, wicked, evil, 
impure 

Kasabtum = you have earned 

Tughmidhu = (from gh-ma-dha) to sleep, to close one’s 
eyes, to lower the price of goods because of its inferior 
quality. 

Some points to learn, remember and practice Inshaa’Allah: 

1. Muslims are commanded by Allah to “spend from the 
Tayyibaat, the good things” which they “have earned”. 

That is: Spend from the best part of your earnings. 

During the time of the Prophet (sal-lal-laahu-alaihi-wa-
sallam), some Muslims of Madinah used to bring bad 
quality of dates as charity and leave them in Masjid-un-
Nabawi for others to eat from. Hence this ayah was 
revealed telling them to give in charity only from the good 
things which they have earned. 

2. When can something  be considered as perfectly 
good? Only when it is halaal (lawful)!  

So that which is halaal is tayyib (good). And that which is 
coming from haraam income is kabeeth (bad) 

We Muslims are neither allowed to earn through haraam 
income nor will our charity coming from haraam 
sources/income/earnings will be acceptable by Allah 
Subhanahu Wa Ta’aala. 

So the ayah emphasizes that the thing given in charity 
must be from one’s lawful income. 
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3. Allah is Beautiful and loves beauty. Allah is above all 
defects and deficiencies. He is Generous and Benevolent. 
It would be man’s folly to take it for granted that He will 
accept charity coming from bad sources or haraam 
income.  The One who is full of Best Attributes cannot be 
appreciative of those who possess low and evil qualities! 

So Allah has commanded Muslims to spend from the 
purest, finest and best types of their money and prohibited 
spending from evil and dishonest money, because Allah is 
pure and good and only accepts that which is pure and 
good. 

4. Spend “from that which We have produced for you from 
the earth” is addressed to those Muslims who happen to 
be the owners of harvested crops that they must give out 
Zakah every time they harvest the crop. It does not matter 
whether the harvested crop is little in quality or more. 

 

“And He it is who causes gardens to grow, [both] trellised 
and untrellised, and palm trees and crops of different 
[kinds of] food and olives and pomegranates, similar and 
dissimilar. Eat of [each of] its fruit when it yields and give 
its due [zakah] on the day of its harvest. And be not 
excessive. Indeed, He does not like those who commit 
excess.” (Surah al An-aam 6: 141) 
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5. “And do not aim toward the defective therefrom, 
spending [from that] while you would not take it [yourself] 
except with closed eyes”. 

This is in fact a warning from Allah to all affording 
Muslims. 

During Ramadhaan we can witness the plight. 

Muslims shopping for cheap type of clothes. Sadaqah 
dresses!! Zakaat Rice!! 

It is so disgusting to witness those Muslims who can give 
from their very best opting for defective/cheap/bargained 
items to be given in charity. This is so bad. 

Once I had bitter experience. After collecting tons of 
clothes/blankets for the Tsunami-affected some years ago, 
me and my friends, had to virtually throw away some 
pieces because they were so worthless. 

It is really shameful that the followers of a Deen that 
teaches lofty ideals should stoop to such low a level when 
considering goods to be given in charity. 

That’s why Allah is asking us: Why do you give something 
which ‘you would not take it yourself’? 

6. Satan always puts a thought in the mind of true 
Believers saying that ‘your charity will decrease your 
wealth’.  He scares us to the extent we become niggardly 
and miserly. 

Satan diverts Muslims into spending in immoral and 
useless pursuits. Giving sadaqah is one of the best deeds 
in Islam. And Satan aims to divert us. 
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“Satan threatens you with poverty and orders you to 
immorality, while Allah promises you forgiveness from Him 
and bounty. And Allah is all-Encompassing and 
Knowing.” (Surah al Baqarah 2: 268) 

May Allah guide us unto the Straight Path. Aameen.  

May we become one of those who spend their best in the 
cause of Allah. Aameen. 

Jazakallahu Khayra for taking time to read this.  

Please proceed to the next page, Inshaa’Allah……. 
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4. I am a Muslim, alhamdulillah! Is my pocket also 
a Muslim? 

 

Zakah and Ramadhaan are seen as twins. In Ramadhaan, 
we not only fast but we also give Zakah, alhamdulillah. 
Even though it is a not a rule that the Zakah be given only 
in this month, we give Zakah in Ramadhaan because of 
amassing greater rewards of this blessed month. We have 
to give Zakah anyway, so why not give in a Month which is 
Full of Blessings Unlimited!  

Interesting point to note is that both Zakah and Sawm 
(Fasting) were made obligatory in the same year, the 
Second Year of Hijrah. 

Zakah is an obligatory act of worship in Islam. 

A police offer must follow the system. It is his duty to keep 
the crime in control. If any policeman looks at his uniform 
how tip-top it is and marvels at his achievement of being a 
police officer while not bothering to perform his duty and 
continues in that state, won’t he be thrown out of his job 
by those in authority? 

There are Muslims who marvel at their outer appearance: 
Look at my beard, how long it is! Looking at my dress, 
don’t you understand I am a Muslim! This cap which you 
see on my head was purchased in Makkah, you know! 

Abu Bakr Siddique (radiyallaahu anhu) declared war 
against those who refused to give out Zakah! With whom 
do you wage war? With your own brothers? Just think 
over! 
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Qur’an gives us a crystal clear message: You can’t keep 
one leg in one boat and the other leg in another boat and 
sail in the voyage of your life!  

 

“O you who have believed, enter into Islam completely 
[and perfectly] and do not follow the footsteps of Satan. 
Indeed, he is to you a clear enemy”. (Surah al Baqarah: 
208) 

May Allah give us the Tawfeeq, Hidayah and Istiqaamah to 
live by His Guidance. Aameen 

Go to this link for a very beautiful description on 
Zakah, Inshaa’Allah 

Thank you and Jazakallaahu Khayra for taking time to read 
this. 

Please do remember me, my family and all the Muslim 
brothers and sisters in your sincere du’aas, Inshaa’Allah. 

Vassalam.  

Your brother in Islam, 

Muqeet. 
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