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NUMBERS IN THE QUR’AN 

Taking these two sayings of our glorious Prophet sal-lal-
laahu-alaihi-wa-sallam, as a motivation, I thought of 
compiling the numbers used in the Qur‟an so that when we 
learn and say them, we can expect a reward from Allah, 
InshaaAllah. 

1. “Whoever recites a letter from the Book of Allah, he will 
be credited with a good deed, and a good deed gets a ten-
fold reward. I do not say that أنى Alif-Lam-Meem is one 
letter, but Alif is a letter, Lam is a letter and Meem is a 
letter.” At-Tirmidhi, Riyaadhus Saliheen 

2. “(The value of) an action depends on the intention behind 
it. A man will be rewarded only for what he intended.” Sahih 
Muslim … 

These are the cardinal numbers that are used in the Qur‟an: 

1. Wahid = One 
2. Ithnain = Two 
3. Thalathah = Three 
4. Arba‟ah = Four 
5. Khamsa = Five 
6. Sitta = Six 
7. Sab‟a = Seven: 
8. Thamaniyah = Eight 
9. Tis‟a = Nine 
10. „Ashara = Ten 
11. ahada „ashara = Eleven 
12. Ithna „ashara = Twelve 
19. Tisa‟ „ashara = Nineteen 
20. „ishroon = Twenty 
30. Thalatheen = Thirty 
40. Arbaeen = Forty 
50. khamseen = Fifty 
60. Sitteen = Sixty 
70. sab‟oon = Seventy 
80. Thamaneen = Eighty 

http://sunnah.com/riyadussaliheen/9/9
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99. Tis‟a wa Tis‟oon = Ninety Nine 
100. Mea = One Hundred 
200. Me-atayn = Two Hundred 
300. Thalaatha Mea = Three Hundred 
1000. Alf = Thousand 
2000. Alfayn = Two Thousand 
3000. Thalaathata aalaaf = Three Thousand 
5000. Khamsata aalaaf = Five Thousand 
50, 000. Khamseen Alf = Fifty Thousand 
100,000. Meata Alf = One Hundred Thousand 

Let us now learn the respective ayahs wherein we find the 
above mentioned numbers,inshaaAllah:  

1. Wahid = One: 

  ّ ـٰ ُكْى إِنَ ُٓ ـٰ إِنَ َٔ ۖ   َٔاِحذ    ٍُ ان  ـٰ ًَ ْح َٕ انشا ُْ َّ إَِّلا  ـٰ شاِحٛىُ َّلا إِنَ  

“And your god is one God. There is no deity [worthy of 
worship] except Him, the Entirely Merciful, the Especially 
Merciful.” [2:163] 

2. Ithnain = Two: 

 ُِ ُِ َفَقْذ َََصَش َٙ إَِّلا حَُُصُشٔ ٍَ َكَفُشٔا رَبَِ ُّ اناِزٚ ُّ إِْر أَْخَشَج انهـا   ٍِ ْٛ َُ ب  اْر ًَ ُْ إِْر 
َُب َّ َيَع ٌا انهـا ٌْ إِ ِّ ََّل حَْحَض  فِٙ اْنَغبِس إِْر َُٚقُٕل نَِصبِحبِ

“If you do not aid the Prophet – Allah has already aided him 
when those who disbelieved had driven him out [of Makkah] 
as one of two, when they were in the cave and he said to his 
companion, “Do not grieve; indeed Allah is with us.” [9:40] 

3. Thalathah = Three: 

 َّ ٌا انهـا ٍَ َقبنُٕا إِ رَبنِذُ  ناَقْذ َكَفَش اناِزٚ  رَََلرَت   

“They have certainly disbelieved who say, “Allah is the third 
of three.” [5:73] 
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4. Arba‟ah = Four: 

ْٛكَ  أَْسبََعت   َقبَل َفُخزْ  ٍا إِنَ ُْ ِْٛش َفُصْش ٍَ انطا  ِيّ

“……[Allah] said, “Take four birds and commit them to 
yourself……” [2:260] 

5. Khamsa = Five: 

ََّٔلَ  ْى  ُٓ َٕ َسابُِع ُْ ٰٖ رَََلرَت  إَِّلا  َٕ ٌُ ِيٍ َاْج َست   َيب َُٚكٕ ًْ ىْ  َخ ُٓ َٕ َسبِدُس ُْ  إَِّلا 

“… There is in no private conversation three but that He is 
the fourth of them, nor are there five but that He is the sixth 
of them” [58:7] 

6. Sitta = Six: 

َٔاْْلَْسَض  َٔاثِ  ب ًَ ب فِٙاناِز٘ َخهََق انسا ًَ ُٓ َُ ْٛ ََٔيب بَ ٰٖ  ِسخاتِ   َٕ أَٚابو  رُىا اْسَخ
 َعهَٗ اْنَعْششِ 

“He who created the heavens and the earth and what is 
between them in six days and then established Himself 
above the Throne….” [25:59] 

7. Sab‟a = Seven: 

ُّ اناِز٘ َخهَقَ  ٍا  َسْبعَ  انهـا ُٓ ٍَ اْْلَْسضِ ِيْزهَ َِٔي َٔاث   ب ًَ  َس

“It is Allah who has created seven heavens and of the earth, 
the like of them…” [65:12] 

8. Thamaniyah = Eight: 

ب َٓ ٰٗ أَْسَجبئِ هَُك َعهَ ًَ ۖ   َٔاْن َيئِز    ْٕ ْى َٚ ُٓ َق ْٕ ُم َعْشَش َسبَِّك َف ًِ ََْٔٚح بََِٛت    ًَ  رَ

“And the angels are at its edges. And there will bear the 
Throne of your Lord above them, that Day, eight [of 
them].” [69:17] 

http://tanzil.net/#2:260
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9. Tis‟a = Nine: 

َُتِ  ِذٚ ًَ ٌَ فِٙ اْن ََٔكب ٌَ  حِْسَعتُ   ُْٚصهُِحٕ َََّٔل  ٌَ فِٙ اْْلَْسضِ  ُْٚفِسُذٔ ط   ْْ  َس

“And there were in the city nine family heads causing 
corruption in the land and not amending [its 
affairs].” [27:48] 

10. „Ashara = Ten: 

 َكبِيهَت   َعَشَشة   حِْهكَ 

“Those are ten complete [days].” [2:196] 

11. ahada „ashara = Eleven 

ْٚجُ  ِّ َٚب أَبَِج إَِِّٙ َسأَ ُُٕٚسُف ِْلَبِٛ َكب ب أََحَذ َعَششَ  إِْر َقبَل  ْٕ  َك

“When Yusuf said to his father: O my father! Indeed I saw in 
a dream eleven stars…”[12:4] 

12. Ithna „ashara = Twelve 

 ِّ ِٕس ِعَُذ انهـا ُٓ َة انشُّ ٌا ِعذا َُب َعَششَ  إِ ش ا اْر ْٓ  َش

“Indeed, the number of months with Allah is twelve [lunar] 
months…” [9:36] 

19. Tisa‟ „ashara = Nineteen 

ب َٓ ْٛ  حِْسَعَت َعَششَ  َعهَ

“Over it are nineteen [angels]” (74:30) 

20. „ishroon = Twenty 

ٌَ  إٌِ َُٚكٍ ِيُُّكىْ  ٍِ  ِعْشُشٔ ْٛ ٌَ َْٚغهُِبٕا ِيبئََخ  َصببُِشٔ

“If there are among you twenty [who are] steadfast, they 
will overcome two hundred.“8:65 
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30. Thalatheen = Thirty 

 ٰٗ َٔاَعْذََب ُيَٕس َٔ   ٍَ ٍَ  رَََلرِٛ ِّ أَْسبَِعٛ ّ ب بَِعْشش  َفَخىا ِيَٛقبُث َسبِ َْ َُب ًْ ًَ أَْح َٔ ْٛهَت   نَ
ْٛهَت    نَ

“And We made an appointment with Moses for thirty nights 
and perfected them by [the addition of] ten; so the term of 
his Lord was completed as forty nights.” 7: 142 

40. Arbaeen = Forty 

ِٓىْ  ْٛ ب ُيَحشاَيت  َعهَ َٓ ۖ   َقبَل َفئَِا   ٍَ ۖ   َُت  سَ  أَْسبَِعٛ ٌَ فِٙ اْْلَْسضِ   ٕ ُٓ  َٚخِٛ

“[Allah] said, “Then indeed, it is forbidden to them 
for forty years [in which] they will wander throughout the 
land. ” 5:26 

50. khamseen = Fifty: 

َُب َُت  إَِّلا  َٔنََقْذ أَْسَسْه ْى أَْنَف َس ِٓ ِّ َفهَبَِذ فِٛ ِي ْٕ ٰٗ َق ب إِنَ َُٕح    ٍَ ِسٛ ًْ ب َخ  َعبي 

“And We certainly sent Noah to his people, and he remained 
among them a thousand years minus fifty years…” 29:14 

60. sitteen = Sixty: 

ًٍَ ناْى َْٚسَخِطْع َفئِْطَعبوُ  ٍَ  َف ُ ب ِسخِّٛ  ِيْسكِٛ

“…..and he who is unable – then the feeding of sixty poor 
persons…” 58:4 

70. sab‟oon = Seventy: 

ب َٓ ٌَ  رُىا فِٙ ِسْهِسهَت  َرْسُع ُِ  َسْبُعٕ ب َفبْسهُُكٕ  ِرَساع 

“Then into a chain whose length is seventy cubits insert 
him.” 69:32 
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80. Thamaneen = Eighty: 

َُبثِ رُىا نَْى َْٚأحُٕا بِأَْسبََعِت  ْحَص ًُ ٌَ اْن ٍَ َْٚشُيٕ َذاَء َٔاناِزٚ َٓ ُش
ىْ  ُْ ٍَ  َفبْجهُِذٔ بَِٛ ًَ  َجْهَذة   رَ

“And those who accuse chaste women and then do not 
produce four witnesses – lash them with eighty lashes” 24:4 

99. Tis‟a wa Tis‟oon = Ninety Nine 

 َْ ٌا  ُّ إِ َزا أَِخٙ نَ ـٰ   ٌَ َٔحِْسُعٕ  ََْعَجت   حِْسع  

“Indeed this, my brother, has ninety-nine ewes…..” 38:23 

100. Mea = One Hundred 

َزِم  ًَ ِّ َك ْى فِٙ َسبِِٛم انهـا ُٓ َٕانَ ٌَ أَْي ُُِٚفُقٕ  ٍَ َزُم اناِزٚ َحبات  أََبََخْج َسْبَع يا
َُببَِم فِٙ ُكِمّ ُسُُبهَت   ُت َحبات  ِيّبئَ  َس  

“The example of those who spend their wealth in the way of 
Allah is like a seed [of grain] which grows seven spikes; in 
each spike is a hundred grains”. 2:261 

200. Me-atayn = Two Hundred 

ٍِ  َفئٌِ َُٚكٍ ِيُُّكى ِيّبئَت  َصببَِشة  َْٚغهُِبٕا ْٛ  ِيبئََخ

“So if there are from you one hundred [who are] steadfast, 
they will overcome two hundred.” 8:66 

300. Thalaatha Mea = Three Hundred: 

ِٓىْ  ِف ْٓ َٔنَبُِزٕا فِٙ َك ب رَََلَد ِيبئَت    َٔاْصَداُدٔا حِْسع   ٍَ  ِسُِٛ

“And they remained in their cave for three hundred years 
and exceeded by nine.” 18:25 
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1000. Alf = Thousand 

ِٓىْ  ِّ َفهَبَِذ فِٛ ِي ْٕ ٰٗ َق ب إِنَ َُب َُٕح  َٔنََقْذ أَْسَسْه ب أَْنفَ   ٍَ َعبي  ِسٛ ًْ َُت  إَِّلا َخ  َس

“And We certainly sent Noah to his people, and he remained 
among them a thousandyears minus fifty years…” 29:14 

2000. alfayn = Two Thousand: 

َٔإٌِ َُٚكٍ ِيُُّكْى أَْنف  َْٚغهُِبٕا   ٍِ ْٛ ِّ  أَْنَف ٌِ انهـا  بِئِْر

“And if there are among you a thousand, they will 
overcome two thousand by permission of Allah.” 8:66 

3000. thalaathata aalaaf = Three Thousand: 

ُكْى َسبُُّكى بِ  ذا ًِ ُٚ ٍَ أَنٍَ َْٚكِفَُٛكْى أٌَ  ْؤِيُِٛ ًُ َزََلرَِت آََّلف  إِْر حَُقُٕل نِْه   ٍَ ِيّ
ََلئَِكِت  ًَ ٍَ اْن ُيَُضنِٛ  

“[Remember] when you said to the believers, “Is it not 
sufficient for you that your Lord should reinforce you 
with three thousand angels sent down?” 3:124 

5000. khamsata aalaaf = Five Thousand: 

 ٰٗ ۖ   بَهَ ِذْدُكْى َسبُُّكى   ًْ ُٚ َزا  ـٰ َْ ْى  ِْ ِس ْٕ ََْٔٚأحُُٕكى ِيٍّ َف َٔحَخاُقٕا  إٌِ حَْصبُِشٔا 
َسِت آََّلف  بِ  ًْ َخ   ٍَ ِِّٕيٛ ََلئَِكِت ُيَس ًَ ٍَ اْن  ِيّ

“Yes, if you remain patient and conscious of Allah and the 
enemy come upon you [attacking] in rage, your Lord will 
reinforce you with five thousand angels having marks [of 
distinction]” 3:125 

50, 000. Khamseen Alf  = Fifty Thousand: 

ٌَ ِيقْ  و  َكب ْٕ ِّ فِٙ َٚ ْٛ َٔانشُُّٔح إِنَ ََلئَِكُت  ًَ ُِ حَْعُشُس اْن َذاُس ٍَ أَْنفَ   ِسٛ ًْ َُت   َخ  َس

“The angels and the Spirit will ascend to Him during a Day 
the extent of which is fifty thousand years.” 70:4 
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100,000. Meata Alf = One Hundred Thousand: 

 ٰٗ ُِ إِنَ َُب َٔأَْسَسْه ٌَ  ِيبئَِت أَْنف    ْٔ َِٚضُٚذٔ  أَ

“And We sent him to [his people of] a hundred thousand or 
more.” 37:147 

In the next post, we will learn the ordinal numbers 
mentioned in the Qur‟an and also the difference 
between Wahid and Ahad Inshaa‟Allah. 

Allaahumma Baarik Lana Feema A‟tayt = O Allah, bless for us 
in what You‟ve given us. 

Sal-lal-laahu Ala Muhammad, Sal-lal-laahu-alaihi-wa-Sallam. 
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